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THE STORY OF CALEB 
 
 
 
CALEB’S STORY 
 

• Caleb was chosen to join eleven other leaders to spy out the promise land 
 
 The Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  “Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I 
am giving to the people of Israel. From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, 
every one a chief among them.” Numbers 13:1-2 
 

• Caleb discovered the promise land to be filled with luscious food - a very 
inviting and prosperous place 

 
23 And they came to the Valley of Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a 
single cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of them; they also 
brought some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of Eshcol,[a] 
because of the cluster that the people of Israel cut down from there. Numbers 13:23-24 
 

• Ten of the spies brought back a negative report to Moses. They focused on the 
obstacles, the giants, and the fortified cities. Only Caleb and Joshua could see 
the potential and possibilities of entering a new land 

 
25 At the end of forty days they returned from spying out the land. 26 And they came to 
Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the people of Israel in the wilderness of 
Paran, at Kadesh. They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and 
showed them the fruit of the land. 27 And they told him, “We came to the land to which 
you sent us. It flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people 
who dwell in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and very large. And besides, 
we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the 
Negeb. The Hittites, the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the hill country. And the 
Canaanites dwell by the sea, and along the Jordan.”  Numbers 13:25-29  
 

• Fear and doubt gripped the hearts of the people and they began to rebel against 
the leadership 

 
Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the 
people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to 
them, “Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this 
wilderness! 3 Why is the Lord bringing us into this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives 
and our little ones will become a prey. Would it not be better for us to go back to 
Egypt?” 4 And they said to one another, “Let us choose a leader and go back to Egypt.” 



 

 

 

• Caleb, Joshua, and other leaders held on to the promise of God 
 
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation 
of the people of Israel. 6 And Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, 
who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to all 
the congregation of the people of Israel, “The land, which we passed through to spy it 
out, is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the Lord delights in us, he will bring us into this 
land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and honey. 9 Only do not rebel against 
the Lord. And do not fear the people of the land, for they are bread for us. Their 
protection is removed from them, and the Lord is with us; do not fear them.” 
 

• Doubt and fear can hold us back from living out the story God has for us 

• Doubt that God is leading us. Doubt that God will be with us as we move forward 

• Fear of change, fear of the obstacles, fear of opposition, fear of failure 
 
 
CALEB HAD AN DIFFERENT SPIRIT 
 
“But my servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit and has followed me fully, I will 
bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it.” 
                                                                                          Numbers 14:24 
 
 
WHAT WAS DIFFERENT ABOUT CALEB’S SPIRIT? 
 
1. CALEB HAD VISION 
He saw the land as the possession of God’s people. He saw Hebron as his inheritance. The ten 
saw in the natural. Caleb saw in the Spirit. He had a vision of God. 
 

2. CALEB HAD FAITH 
Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once 
and take possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 
Numbers 14:9 “Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are 
our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” 
Faith reasons from God to the difficulties – unbelief from the difficulties to God. 
 
Faith begins with God 
Faith sees the victory 
Faith brings a good report 
Faith sees with the eyes of God 
 

 
 
3. CALEB WAS AN ENCOURAGER 
He spread a good report – we can do it – God is with us. Are we ready to encourage others? 
 



 

 

4. CALEB WAS LOYAL TEAM PLAYER 
He supported Moses – he supported Joshua. Josh 14:6-13. He was loyal to those who God 
placed over him. 
 
 

5. CALEB HAD PERSEVERANCE                                                                               
40 yrs in the wilderness – in the midst of campfire negativity – 10 instances of 
murmuring – perseverance comes because we see what God sees  

       
      Joshua 14:10-12 
10 “And now, behold, the LORD has kept me alive, as He said, these forty-five years, ever since 
the LORD spoke this word to Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness; and now, here I 
am this day, eighty-five years old.11 “As yet I am as strong this day as on the day that Moses 
sent me; just as my strength was then, so now is my strength for war, both for going out and for 
coming in.12 “Now therefore, give me this mountain of which the LORD spoke in that day; for 
you heard in that day how the Anakim were there, and that the cities were great and fortified. It 
may be that the LORD will be with me, and I shall be able to drive them out as the LORD said.” 
 
85 yrs of age – not afraid of the enemy – Deut 9:2 “Who can stand before the descendants of 
Anak?” 
 
Hardest place, biggest giants, highest place 
Caleb never doubted the Lord! 
 
6.  CALEB WAS GENEROUS 
     Joshua 15:13-19 
 
He gave away the springs of water – springs more important than the land. Blessed to be a 
blessing. He came into his inheritance then gave it away. 
 
 
Key Takeaway: 
Caleb lived a story of blessing and victory because he had a different spirit and trusted 
the Lord fully with his life! 


