
MORE THAN A SONG 
 
Mark 12 
[28] And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with 
one another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, 
“Which commandment is the most important of all?” 
 
What does Jesus do? He recites the SHEMAH (Hebrew for hear): 
The Shemah 
 [4] “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. [5] You 
shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5 ESV) 

 the Shemah was one of the most formative prayers recited daily 
by the Jewish community 

 all pious Jews repeated this when they got up, whenever they 
left the house, on the pathways, when they went to bed 

 
LOVE – a-hav’ (Hebrew) 

 soulmate, passionate love, affection, COVENANT 
FAITHFULNESS 

 
HEART – lebab (Hebrew) 

 inner man, mind, will, understanding 

 thinking and feeling (mental and emotional) 

 Genesis 6:5, Psalm 139:23 

 It’s your thinking and thoughts, and emotions and moods 

  Hebrews called the heart the WELL 
 
SOUL – nephesh (Hebrew) 

 your lifeforce, identity, self, the man himself, 
 
STRENGTH – mehode (Hebrew) 

 force, abundance, to a great degree 
 

Jesus adds in Mark 12 – MIND 

 logic, reasoning 
 
Mark 12:31  
The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” 

 Lev 19:18 

 neighbour - plesion (greek) – means any other man irrespective 
of nation or religion with whom we live or whom we chance to 
meet 

  
COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS 
1. Read Mark 12:28-34. What is God showing us through this story? 
 
2. We know from history that the Jews continually repeated the  
    Shemah  (Deuteronomy 6:4-5). Why is it important to continually  
    grow in our love for God? Read Deuteronomy 6:4-5 out loud as a  
    group. 
 
3. Why do you think most people see spiritual growth as simply  
    knowledge? 
 
4. It is very easy to compartmentalize life, yet we see from the great  
    commandment that we are called to love God with all the different 
    areas in our lives. How are you doing with loving God with YOUR 
    HEART? YOUR SOUL? YOUR MIND? YOUR BODY? 
 
5. We know that Growth doesn’t just come from loving God, but also  
    loving those around us. How are you doing with loving the people  
    around you? 


